
       
Media Contact:  
Mark DePalma 

Mobile: 716-440-3595  
Email: mark@mdepalma.com 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE   
December 4, 2025   
 
 

Forest Lawn Earns 2025  
American Cemetery Excellence Award  

 
National recognition of Buffalo’s historic cemetery by leading trade publication 

comes on the heels Forest Lawn’s 175th anniversary celebration. 
 

(Lincoln, RI) – Buffalo, New York’s Forest Lawn has been named recipient of the 2025 
American Cemetery Excellence (“ACE”) Award by Kates-Boylston, publishers of American 
Cemetery & Cremation magazine, and the leading independent voice in the deathcare industry 
in the United States for more than 145 years.  
  

The award, which has been given annually for the last 15 years, recognizes cemeteries 
across the United States for overall excellence, including their performance, innovation, grounds 
maintenance, community activity and team spirit. Cemeteries nationwide can enter the 
competition, and the winner is selected based on their achievements and contributions. Forest 
Lawn’s honor comes in a year in which Kates-Boylston received more applications for this 
award than ever before.    
  

As an ACE award winner, Forest Lawn is in distinguished company, as previous winners 
include Mount Auburn Cemetery in Cambridge Massachusetts (2019), The Woodlawn Cemetery 
in New York City (2014), East Lawn Memorial Park in Sacramento, California (2012) and the 
Historic Congressional Cemetery in Washington, DC (2023), among others.  
  

"The reason we chose Forest Lawn as the 2025 American Cemetery Excellence Award 
winner is because of how CEO Julie Snyder and her staff ‘met their moment’ over the last year 
as the cemetery celebrated its 175th anniversary,” said Tom Nondorf, Editor of American 
Cemetery & Cremation magazine. “Lots of cemeteries have anniversaries, but the Forest Lawn 
team created an impressive program of events that celebrated the history and beauty of Forest 
Lawn while embracing the future in a way that should make Buffalo very proud." 
  

One of the “perks” of winning this award is an extensive cover story in the December 
issue of American Cemetery & Cremation magazine. That issue was published on December 1. 
In his article about Forest Lawn, Nondorf highlights all that makes Forest Lawn such a worthy 
recipient of the 2025 ACE award.     
  

The full article is available at the following link: 2025 ACE Award   
 
“The 2025 ACE Award is an incredible honor for Forest Lawn,” said Julie R. Snyder, 

CEO of the Forest Lawn Group. “It is a reflection of the talent, energy and commitment of the 
members of our team as they serve families during the most difficult times in their lives, provide 
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perpetual care for the souls entrusted to us 365 days a year, and maintain the beauty and 
sanctity of this very special place as a cultural and historical landmark.”  

 
“It’s also a proud moment for this community, because the Forest Lawn story is the story 

of the City of Buffalo, and we would not be what we are today without the continued support of 
our board of trustees, our lot holders and families and the thousands of visitors we welcome 
each year through our iconic gates.”        
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About Kates Boylston 
Kates-Boylston Publications has been the leading independent voice in funeral service for more than 145 
years. Founded in 1877, the company has grown and evolved to become a trusted source of information and 
resources for funeral directors, cemetery and crematory professionals, and others in the deathcare industry. 
The company’s publications include American Cemetery & Cremation magazine, American Funeral Director 
magazine and the Funeral Service Insider newsletter. For more information, visit https://www.kates-
boylston.com 
 
 
About Forest Lawn 
Forest Lawn is one of the first deliberately designed and professionally landscaped rural cemeteries in the 
United States. Its first interment took place in 1850. Today, more than 170,000 “permanent residents” rest 
within the gates of this 269-acre, not-for-profit cemetery serving all faiths. Listed on the State and National 
Registries of Historic Places, and designated as a Level I Arboretum, Forest Lawn is also at the heart of 
Western New York’s cultural tourism renaissance. A destination enjoyed by thousands of local, national and 
international visitors each year, drawn by their interest in art, history, nature, recreation and genealogy 
research, Forest Lawn offers a robust schedule of guided tours and other programs throughout the year. For 
more information, visit https://forest-lawn.com or find us on Facebook or Instagram. 
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